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REO: TUNIS 2107 

1 . PRIME MINISTER NOUIRA PHONED ME LAST EVENING, REFERRED TO 
OUR CONVERSATION OF YESTERDAY AFTERNOON (REFTEL), TO REPORT 
THAT HE HAD JUST BEEN INFORMED BY TOTAL REPRESENTATIVE IN 
TUNIS THAT QADHAFI HAS ORDERED TOTAL TO CEASE ALL OPERATIONS 
IN ISIS FIELD. ISIS FIELD, PRIME MINISTER REMINDED ME, 
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WAS VERY PROMISING CONCESSION OPERATED BY TOTAL FOR PAST 
TWO YEARS AND ACCEPTED BY ALL CONCERNED AS LOCATED WELL 
WITHIN TUNISIAN TERRITORIAL WATERS. 

2. 1 ASKED NOIIRA IF HE KNEW WHETHER OTHER OIL COMPANIES 
OPERATING OTHER TUNISIAN OFFSHORE CONCESSIONS HAD 
RECEIVED SIMILAR LIBYAN ORDERS TO CEASE OPERATIONS, 
SPECULATING THAT THIS MIGHT BE BEGINNING OF SYSTEMATIC 
PRESSURE ON AMERICAN, ITALIAN AND OTHER FOREIGN COMPANIES 
OPERATING ON BOTH SIDES OF DISPUTED DEMARCATION LINE. 

PRIME MINISTER REPLIED THAT LATEST NEWS HAD JUST COME 
TO HIM THROUGH TOTAL AND AT MOMENT HE WAS UNAWARE OF MOVES 
AGAINST OTHER COMPANIES. HE ASKED IF THERE WAS ANYTHING 
U.S. COULD DO TO ASSIST GOT IN THIS INSTANCE. I SAID 
I WAS NOT SURE WE WOULD BE IN VERY STRONG POSITION TO HELP 
SINCE WE HAD NO GREAT INFLUENCE WITH QADHAFI. I WOULD 
ASCERTAIN WHETHER U.S. COMPANIES WERE AFFECTED AND LET 

HIM HAVE DEPARTMENT'S REACTION AS SOON AS AVAILABLE. PRIME 
MINISTER DECLARED HIS BELIEF THAT THIS MOVE REPRESENTS A 
CLEAR "ESCALATION" OF SITUATION AND AN ATTEMPT TO INTIMIDATE 
TUNISIA. 

3. SINCE THIS PHONE CONVERSATION TOOK PLACE EMBOFFS AND 

I HAVE EXAMINED MAPS AND RECORDS OF OFFSHORE CONCESSIONS. 

WE LOCATE CENTER OF ISIS FIELD AT APPROXIMATELY 34 DEGREES 
36 MINUTES NORTH AND 12 DEGREES 30 MINUTES EAST. WORK IN 
THIS FIELD WAS REPORTED ON RECENTLY IN TUNIS 1 104. 

AT THAT TIME OUR RECORDS INDICATED THAT AMOCO HAS ONE-THIRD 
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INTEREST IN TOTAL'S CONCESSION. NEITHER PRIME MINISTER NOR 
I WAS AWARE OF AMOCO PARTICIPATION WHEN WE TALKED. IF 
OUR INFORMATION IS STILL VALID - AND WE ARE CHECKING IT 
OUT - WE ARE FACED WITH U.S. INVOLVEMENT. 

4. COMMENT: WE CAN ONLY AGREE WITH PRIME MINISTER THAT THIS 
LATEST LIBYAN MOVE REPRESENTS "ESCALATION" AND CLOSER 
APPROACH TO POSSIBLE FLASH POINT. IMBROGLIO HAS BEEN 
WIDENED TO INVOLVE FRENCH AND U.S. INTERESTS. 

MULCAHY 
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